
MINISTRY OF LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT


CONDITIONS FOR IMPORTING DOGS AND CATS INTO KENYA


No canine or feline animal shall be imported into Kenya from any country unless accompanied 
by an international veterinary certificate attesting that the animal:


1. Showed no clinical sign of rabies on the day of shipment;


2. Were kept since birth or for the 6 months prior to shipment in a rabies free country as 
defined in the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health 
Code OR satisfy the following stipulations:


i.  Showed no clinical sign of rabies within 48 hours of shipment;

AND EITHER


ii. Were identified by a permanent mark (such as a microchip) and their identification 
number shall be stated in the certificate or had any other adequate identification; and


iii. Were vaccinated against rabies:

a. Not less than 6 months and not more than one year prior to shipment in the 

case of a primary vaccination, which should have been carried out when the 
animals were at least 3 months old;


b. Not more than one year prior to shipment in the case of a booster 
vaccination;


c. With an inactivated virus vaccine or with a recombinant vaccine expressing 
the rabies virus glycoprotein; and


iv. Were subjected not less than 3 months and not more than 24 months prior to 
shipment to an antibody test as prescribed in the OIE Terrestrial Manual with a 
positive result equivalent to at least 0.5 IU/ml;

OR


have not been vaccinated against rabies or do not meet all the conditions set out in 
points ii, iii and iv above; in such cases, the Kenya may require the placing of the 
animals in a quarantine station located on in the country for up to six months at the 
cost of the owner of the animal.  


3. Is clinically free of symptoms of any other contagious and infectious disease and 
internal and external parasites, the certificate being dated not more than 48 hours 
before embarkation;


I. The animal shall be accompanied by a certificate from the captain of the ship or aircraft or 
driver of a vessel in which the animal traveled to Kenya certifying that the animal has not left 

http://www.oie.int/eng/normes/mcode/en_glossaire.htm#terme_certificat_veterinaire_international
http://www.oie.int/eng/normes/mcode/en_glossaire.htm#terme_manuel_terrestre
http://www.oie.int/eng/normes/mcode/en_glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur
http://www.oie.int/eng/normes/mcode/en_glossaire.htm#terme_station_de_quarantaine


the vessel between the place of embarkation and the place of entry into Kenya, and has been 
isolated from all other canine and feline animals throughout the journey.


II. The ports of entry into Kenya shall be ……………………………………………………….. 


III. This import permit shall be valid for a maximum of thirty (30) days and shall only be for 
one consignment.


IV. This import permit shall accompany the animal during importation.


V. Animals entering Kenya should travel as Manifest Cargo and use the Freight Compartment 
of the aircraft. They should not travel as baggage-cargo or in passenger cabins.


Date :  ……………………………………………………………..


DR.

FOR: DIRECTOR OF VETERINARY SERVICES
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